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Madam: 

RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT MAILED MARCH 13, 2002 

Responsive to the Restriction Requirement, mailed March 13, 2002, Applicants elect to 
prosecute those claims directed to nucleic acid molecules comprising the nucleotide sequences set 
forth in SEQ ID NO: 1 and SEQ ID NO: 3, designated as Group A by the Examiner, with traverse. 
The basis for Applicants' traversal of the requirement is as follows. 

Applicants respectfully submit that there will be no undue hardship on the Office in 

perfomiing a search with respect to nucleic acid molecules comprising the nucleotide sequences set 
forth in SEQ ID NOs: 1, 3, 5, 7, 9, 1 1, 13, 15, 17, and 19. A ClustalW multiple sequence alignment 
of the polypeptides encoded by these nucleotide sequences {i.e., the amino acid sequences set forth 
in SEQ ID NOs: 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14, 16, 18, and 20) is shown in Exhibit A. The sequence 
alignment was performed using the application MacVector 7.1.1 (Accelrys, Cambridge, UK; 
http:/7www. accelrys.com) at the default settings. This sequence alignment indicates that there is a 
substantial degree of homology between the amino acid sequences set forth in SEQ ID NOs: 2, 4, 6, 
8, 10, 12, 14, 16, 18, and 20. 

The nucleotide sequence set forth in SEQ ID NO: 1 encodes the TNF receptor protein 
(specification p. 3, In. 30 to p. 4, In. 25). The nucleotide sequence consisting of nucleotides 1 





Ihroiigh 87 of SEQ ID NO; 1 (which is equivalent lo the nucleotide sequence set Ibrth in SEQ ID 
NO: 3) encodes a secretable TNF-binding protein (specification p, 4, In. 27-41). As shown in 
Exhibit A, the polypeptides encoded by the nucleotide sequences set forth in SEQ ID NOs: 5, 7, 9, 
IK 13, 15, 17, and 19 all possess this portion of the TNF receptor protein. Moreover, this portion 
constitutes between 76.3% (SEQ ID NO: 8) and 99.4% (SEQ ID NO: 6) of the polypeptides encoded 
by the nucleotide sequences set forth in SEQ ID NOs: 5, 7, 9, 11, 13, 15, 17, and 19. With the 
exception of an addition of ATG at the 5' end of the nucleotide sequences set forth in SEQ ID NOs: 
5, 9, 1 5, and 1 9, the polypeptides encoded by the nucleotide sequences set forth in SEQ ID NOs: 5, 
7, 9, 1 1, 1 3, 1 5, 1 7, and 19 differ only by the presence or absence of sequences encoding the signal 
peptide (nucleotides 1 through 87 of SEQ ID NO: 1; specification p. 21, In. 35 to p. 22, In. 1), the 
portion of pro-protein cleaved following secretion (nucleotides 88 through 120 of SEQ ID NO: I; 
specification p. 22, In. 7-1 1), and the linker region (nucleotides 604 through 633 of SEQ ID NO: 1; 
specification p. 22, In. 12-15) of TNF receptor protein. Applicants respectfully submit that there will 
be no undue hardship on the Office in performing a search with respect to the nucleotide sequences 
ofSEQIDNOs: 5,7,9, II, 13, 15, 17, and 19, since a search for the elected nucleotide sequence set 
forth in SEQ ID NO: 3 will identify all of the non-elected sequences. 

Applicants do not believe any additional fee is required. However, the Commissioner is 
authorized to charge any deficiency to Deposit Account No. 1 3-2490. If Examiner O'Hara believes 
it to be helpful, she is invited to contact the undersigned representative by telephone at (312) 91 3- 



0001. 



Respectfully submitted, 

McDonnell Boehnen Hulbert & Berghoff 



Dated: April 3, 2002 
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